The Manningham-Nillumbik Green Map  
www.greenmapcommunity.org.au 
A Warrandyte Neighbourhood House Project 
Bringing together community resources, dreams, assets and issues... 
Call to action!

If you care about the world our kids will inherit join us http://www.greenmapcommunity.org.au/contact_us.html. The idea is that local groups, council departments and businesses contribute a short account of their eco-cultural activities so the website is informative, accurate and inspiring. 
The Green Map system (See http://www.greenmap.org/greenhouse/en/about/our_history)

was first developed in New York City in the early 1990s and uses internationally recognised icons. The system is helping communities around the world record not only their green spaces, their flora and fauna and Indigenous dreaming stories, but also the various walking trails, bike paths, water courses, Farmers' Markets etc, environmental and arts groups and their projects, Landcare Groups, the 'Friends of...' environmental and cultural assets.

The system also documents the community's cultural groups and the businesses who contribute to the long term balance of 'people, planet, profit'. Being involved in developing a Green Map makes people aware of what is being done, what needs to be done and what individuals or community groups CAN do to ensure a sustainable future. It is indeed an eco-cultural tool for sustainable development.

Project goals

1.  Develop a two-fold working model of the internationally recognised Green Map system for:

(i) a mainstream non-Indigenous community: Manningham & Nillumbik Shires, plus
(ii) the Indigenous communities of Manningham and Nillumbik and maybe a 'sister  community' in non-urban Australia. 

2.  Document and compile a 'how to' manual for an Australian community-based version of the system. 

3. Establish a clear community picture of the region's Green Map project while at the same time introducing the community-wide study circle technique - dialogue without debate -endorsed by ALA (Adult Learning Australia), the Education Foundation, the Centre for Rural Communities and the Federal Department for Education, Science and Technology for inclusive decision making. See http://www.pigswillfly.com.au/?p=1276.
NB This approach is in keeping with the MAV's (Municipal Association of Victoria) Lighthouse Program, described as the 'new way' for Local Government. Community-wide study circles can be an ongoing tool to help communities, their elected representatives and their council officers plan for a sustainable future, balancing 'people, planet, profit'.

4. Produce a full colour tourist map - A2 folding to DL size - with cultural notes, events etc and listing supporting, sustainably aware businesses who will pay for advertising space to support the community, the environment and their own business - life approx 12 months. Evaluate and reprint, reselling advertising.

5. Collate info and develop a 'living website' with a Q and A page, contact details, which will evolve as the community changes, supportive of all that promotes balancing 'people, planet, profit'. 

6. Develop an Australian training protocol for Study Circle facilitators.

7. Train young people and other interested people in Green Map 'protocol' so they can be employed as 'Green Map Ambassadors' and spread the word to friends and family, other organisations AND sell map advertising to businesses and lobby for newspaper, TV coverage. Could film and edit the group's footage and images for the manual.

What would our map be like?  

It's up to the community to decide but the Seattle Green Map seems a good 'starting point'
www.seattlegreenmap.net/.

Culture & Design

Art Spot

Eco building

Eco design planning

Eco design resources

Eco spiritual site

Historical features

Museum/insitiutions

Senior friendly sites

Traditional way of life

Pollution

Officially listed contaminated sites

Shellfish/fish advisories

Water pollution source

Mining site

Hazardous waste facility

Air pollution source

Economic development

Coffee shops

Fair trade/social shops

Farmers' Market

Green Business Service

Green/conserving products

Organic produce/natural food

Vegetarian/natural cafes

Information Resources

Community Centre

Eco-info centre

Enviro-centre

Enviro-school

Eco/green tours available

Significant organisations

Social/political resource

Outdoors and Active

Canoeing/kayaking sites

Good walks/nature trails

Swimming spots

Fishing

Golf

Off-leash area

Public swimming pool

Public sports sites

Renewable resources

Composting

Recycling

Renewable technology site

Reuse site (includes thrift stores)

Solar energy site

Wildlife/nature viewing

Birdwatching

Dive site

Salmon corridors

Stargazing

Whalewatching

Zoo and wildlife centre

Parks and Gardens

Community garden

Special gardens

Great views/scenery

Native species gardens

Parkland and recreation areas

Water features

Special street scenes

Nature and Water

Ecological restoration site/project

Heritage tree

Invasive plant species occurrence

Geological landform feature

Natural areas

Tidepool or beach habitat

Wetlands

Transportation

Alternative vehicle/fuel station

Bicycle services

Boat launching

Ferry

Local transportation station

Major public transportation station

Park and ride facility

Public Square/pedestrian zone.

Bike trails (separate path)

Bike lanes (on road)

Bike routes (commonly used arterials)

Bike routes (commonly used residential)

